
 
Summer Reading List for Rising Fifth Graders 

 

Attached is a list of suggested summer reading titles as well as a link to Mrs. 
Rinehart’s and Mrs. Atwell’s library page. Students are required to read the 
teacher-selected book and one self-selected book. Students are to choose one 
activity from below to complete after reading the self-selected book.  
 
 
1. Teacher-Selected Book: Brave Like That by Lindsey Stoddard. Students will be 
completing an assignment upon the return to school in August. Each child must 
have their book with them the first two weeks of school and be familiar with the 
story. 
 
2. Student-Selected Book Activity Choices: 
Complete the following on a separate piece of lined paper or type in 12 point 
Times New Roman font: 
 
Choice 1: Write a paragraph that summarizes the whole story. Tell only main ideas 
of the book. Introduce and describe the most important characters, the setting, the 
main ideas within the plot, and how the story ends.  
(Approx. 120-140 words) 
 
Choice 2: Book review! Write a paragraph that gives your opinion of the whole 
story. Make sure you include whether or not you recommend the book to a friend. 
Explain why you feel this way. 
 (Maximum 120-140 words) 
                                           
Choice 3: Write a paragraph that describes your favorite scene of the whole book. 
Use wording that helps your audience picture the scene in his/her head. Include a 
picture of the scene on a separate sheet of paper.  
(Maximum 120-140 words) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Click on the link below to visit the Lower School Library page. 



 
 
Recommended Reading by Grade  

 
 
 
Suggested authors and some titles: 
 
Alexander, Lloyd  Gypsy 
Armstrong, William H.  Sounder  
Bauer, Marion   On My Honor   
Christopher, John  Tripods (Trilogy) 
Creech, Sharon                 Ruby Holler   
DeFelice, Cynthia  Weasel 
Fletcher, Ralph                        Flying Solo   
Fox, Paula   One-Eyed Cat 
Giff, Patricia Reilly  Pictures of Hollis Woods    
Haynes, Betsy   The Great Mom Swap 
Hiaasen, Carl   Hoot   
Juster Norton   The Phantom Tollbooth 
Kipling, Rudyard  Kim 
Philbrick, Rodman  Freak the Mighty 
Rowling, J.K.   Harry Potter  
 

You MUST NOT read the following books as these will be covered in school. 
 
 
Applegate, Katherine  The One and Only Ivan 
Carbone, Elisa   Blood on the River 
Draper, Sharon  Out of My Mind 
DuPrau, Jeanne  The City of Ember 
Graff, Lisa   Lost in the Sun 
Hunt, Lynda Mullaly  Fish in a Tree 
Lord, Cynthia   Rules 
Paulsen, Gary   Hatchet 
 
 
We are looking for a broad exposure to reading and these are simply guidelines to help 
you.  Do not feel confined to this list.   Enjoy your summer, and we’ll see you in August. 

 
 
 
 
 


