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9th Grade Summer Reading Assignment 

 
One Amazing Thing by Chitra Divakaruni [ISBN: 978-1-4013-4158-9]  

 
NOTES: 

• Consulting online guides (such as Wikipedia or Sparknotes) as a supplement to or a substitute for reading 

the book violates the Honor Code. 

• You will need a hard copy, not an e-book, of all books required for this class. 

• Students must annotate on a clean version of the novel; students may not use a marked/used copy.  

 

 

Essential Questions: 

• Why are stories important – both our own stories and other people’s? 

• Reflect on stories as a form of travel – a way to access other places, times, and experiences. 

• In what way can knowing an individual’s story alter judgements, preconceived ideas, or 

stereotypes? 

• What do the stories in the book tell us about each character and what’s important to him/her? 

• Why do the characters pick certain stories to tell and not others?  What does this say about 

them/their memories/their life? 

 

Highlighting and Annotating: 

Part of being a good and active reader is annotating texts as you read them. As you read, you should be looking 

for the answers to the essential questions. You will highlight and make notes in the margins of One Amazing 

Thing whenever you see something that strikes you as important. This will form part of your summer reading 

grade. Your teacher will do a book check to look for highlighting as well the notes you have made in the margins 

regarding why you have highlighted the passage. You must have your book with you the first day of class. Your 

teacher will ask to see your book with your name in it. 

 

You should also have a pencil and highlighter in hand so that you can "annotate" your text. As the word suggests, 

you "take notes" in your textbook. Unlike "highlighting," which is a passive activity, the process of annotating 

text helps you to stay focused and involved with your textbook. If you come across something that you don't 

understand or that you need to ask your teacher about, you'll be able to quickly make note of it, and then go on 

with your reading.  

 

The following is a list of some techniques that you can use to annotate text: 

 

• Look up words you do not know and annotate their definitions. 

• Write questions in the margins for any passage you don’t understand. 

• Mark anything you think is interesting, surprising, or important. 

• Remember what you know about literary terms (e.g. symbol, theme, imagery, conflict, metaphor) you 

studied in middle school and highlight/annotate where you can. 

• Note any passages that generate a strong positive or negative response. 

• Think about connections between this text and other texts you have read, information from other classes, 

and personal experiences. 


