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NOTES: 

• Consulting online guides (such as Wikipedia or Sparknotes) as a supplement to or a substitute for reading 

the book violates the Honor Code. 

• You will need a hard copy, not an e-book, of all books required for this class. 

 

ENGLISH 11 SUMMER READING ASSIGNMENT 

  

Into The Wild, by Jon Krakauer [ISBN- 978-0-385-48680-4] 

  

These reading tips and questions are designed to encourage you to read closely, to provide direction 

so that you get the most out of this assignment, and to help you prepare to share your thoughts about 

your reading when you return to school in August. 

 

DUE DATE: FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL 

  

Reading Tips & Questions: 

1. Impress your English teacher by showing your underlined or highlighted copy of your book and the 

thoughtful notes you have taken in the margins. Take notes on anything stylistic and thematic that 

you find socially relevant, and write down any questions you have to help you keep track of your 

thoughts.  

2. “My suspicion that McCandless’s death was unplanned, that it was a terrible accident, comes from 

reading … and from listening…. But my sense of Chris McCandless’s intentions comes, too, from a 

more personal experience,” writes Krakauer. Consider Krakauer’s reading passages, especially by 

Thoreau and London, that begin each chapter. How do these passages reflect the narrative of the book 

and the author’s suspicion? How do the passages help convey what you consider to be the larger 

purpose of Krakauer’s writing of this book?  

3. What does the word pilgrim mean, and why does Krakauer use it in Chapter 8? What is a pilgrimage? 

Why does Krakauer characterize Chris with such religious diction, and how do Chris and Krakauer 

compare to other pilgrims in the book?  

4. Chapters 14 and 15 focus upon Krakauer’s quest to climb Devils Thumb. How does this personal 

memoir anecdote of Krakauer’s climbing experience convey his sense of McCandless’s intentions? 

To Krakauer, what are those intentions of Chris? Why does Krakauer use to the symbol of the cross 

and the word penitente to represent himself? What does Krakauer learn in his solo climb above 

Witches Cauldron? What is significant about the Gothic Cathedral simile and nightmare? How do 

these passages and the religious symbolism help Krakauer represent the larger issue of the book?   

5. How does Chris change, according to Krakauer, from his stance on relationships in Chapter 6 to his 

new view of happiness in Chapter 17? In Chapter 18, what does the final self-portrait photo of Chris 

reveal about the way Krakauer interprets his character? What does the emphasis on words such as 

sublime and transcendent and words such as bless and beatific and monk imply about his character 

and Krakauer’s, too? 

6. Consider watching the film and listening closely to the lyrics of the soundtrack to the film. How do 

scenes from the film help you understand the complexity of Chris? How do the songs “No Ceiling” 

and “Guaranteed” and “Wolf” best represent his life experiences and the memorable traits of his 

character?  


